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school mascot wars heat up in New York A principal
recently announced that he plans to switch the Long
Island school district's baseball team to represent the
newly-formed Northport High School, "The New
Panthers," because its school name and colors are
"too similar" to a rival team. Why isn't any other team
besides the New York Mets and New York Yankees
allowed to represent the two New Yorks in the nation's
top-level? The answer is that high school sports are
governed by New York state's high school athletic
association, which is known as the New York State
Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA).
The NYSPHSAA is governed by a completely
dysfunctional board of directors. After experiencing
several "financial issues" the board tried to bring the
NYSPHSAA out of a years-long state of bankruptcy.
However, a 2009 state law requiring that all schools be
"fiscally responsible" essentially made the trustees of
the NYSPHSAA responsible to the state. The trustees
created an interim board to oversee the organization
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until the state's finance department approved the
school's insolvency plan. In 2010 the state's finance
department approved the NYSPHSAA's insolvency
plan. The plan was to increase the NYSPHSAA's income
by forcing the schools to pay dues as if they were
colleges and universities. The plan failed when the
NYSPHSAA's almost $500,000 budget didn't cover its
expenses. The NYSPHSAA has continued to bleed
money ever since, and the deteriorating financial
situation has caused the board to seek out financially
secure, unaffiliated companies to manage the
association's day-to-day affairs. In May 2011 the
NYSPHSAA board hired DiNapoli to oversee the
organization.
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