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for most outcome variables, the results show very little change in the association between ses and the
outcome across the two time points. the exceptions are approaches to learning, the only noncognitive
skill measured in both surveys, and the proportion of children who read at grade level, both of which

show a decline in the strength of the relationship between ses and the outcome from 1998 to 2010. at
both time points, children from low-income families are significantly less likely to read at grade level, but

the magnitude of this effect has declined from 0.21 sd to 0.12 sd. likewise, for approaches to learning,
only 5.3% of children in the bottom quintile of the ses distribution read at grade level in 1998, compared
with 9.4% in 2010, a statistically significant decline. however, it is important to note that the differences
between 1998 and 2010 for all outcome measures in the table are small. in other words, these statistical

differences, while important, are not likely to have a large impact on the achievement gap. this is
consistent with the nature of the achievement gap, which is relatively narrow for most outcomes. in
2010, we found a maximum achievement gap for approaches to learning of 2.44 sd. because this is

greater than the largest gap found in 1998, the mean achievement gap is decreasing. we chose seven
subjects that were considered essential for a liberal arts education. these were writing, history, literature,
math, science, economics, and geography. we selected these subjects because they span the breadth of
knowledge needed to succeed in college, and can be introduced early in a childs life so that they develop

an interest in them and become familiar with how to learn them.
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economic conditions that are likely to affect the
social welfare of a nation include: the

unemployment rate (the number of people that
are no longer employed relative to the total

number of people employed), the rate of
inflation (the proportion increase in the price of
goods and services), the rate of unemployment,
the level of income inequality in a society, the
extent to which trade is conducted abroad, the
extent to which trade is conducted among the

members of a nation, the amount of money
spent on defense or on health care, the amount

of money spent on education, the amount of
money spent on infrastructure, the extent of

government deficits or surpluses, or the
influence that government has on the economic
conditions in a nation. the unemployment rate,
the rate of inflation, the rate of unemployment,
the level of income inequality in a society, the
extent to which trade is conducted abroad, the
extent to which trade is conducted among the

members of a nation, the amount of money
spent on defense or on health care, the amount
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of money spent on education, the amount of
money spent on infrastructure, the extent of

government deficits or surpluses, or the
influence that government has on the economic

conditions in a nation. the concepts of
unemployment, inflation, income inequality,

trade, education, infrastructure, defense,
surpluses, and deficits are closely related. they

are central to understanding the economic
conditions of a nation. the income and spending

of working families and their leaders is an
important indicator of the economic conditions

in a nation. 5ec8ef588b
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